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This study examined the extent to which Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG) is being implemented, considering the
fragmented readiness, guidance, resources, and
uncertainty surrounding monitoring and compliance.

We outline the responses of local authorities across
England to the new BNG legislation and assess whether
they view it as an effective method of environmental
protection through stakeholder interviews.
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Background Y

The MSc Society, Politics, and Climate Change course at the University of Bristol aims to examine sociological and
political approaches to urgent environmental issues, investigating the root causes and consequences of the climate crisis.
The core modules cover topics such as international relations, societal change, disasters, consumption patterns, and social

movements.

A component of the course is the Applied Research Project, allowing students to collaborate with an organization to apply
their learning in a practical setting, replacing the traditional dissertation. As part of this research, Ewan Shipley investigated

how national policies address critical environmental issues, such as biodiversity loss.

Map Impact’s objective of providing pioneering environmental data services led to the exploration of research opportunities
with the University of Bristol. Ewan chose the research project to align with his interests and course requirements.

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)

Development that leaves biodiversity in a better state than before

Developers must make sure that the natural environment is in a better state after any construction project. They must check
how much biodiversity is in an area before they start building. Then they need to improve the biodiversity by at least 10%
after they finish. This could mean creating new habitats, fixing up old ones, or making them better. The aim is to protect
nature, help animals, and support broader environmental goals, like the Nature Recovery Network (NRN). This rule helps make

sure that we can grow our economy while also taking care of the environment.
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Research Methodology

The research has focused on how local authorities across England are responding to the new legislation, and whether they think it is an appropriate method of
environmental protection. It also seeks to explore the potential challenges which may inhibit the effectiveness of BNG, as critics have highlighted concerns

surrounding regulation and monitoring.

The project used qualitative research methods to collect and analyse data. We chose participants based on their job roles and places of work. This method worked
well because our research focused on local authorities. We interviewed people online using Microsoft Teams and recorded and edited the interviews using the

software’s transcription feature.

We used a semi-structured approach to interviewing, asking a set of pre-determined questions but also exploring unexpected topics. Afterward, we used thematic
analysis to identify common themes from the interviews and group the data into shared topics to form the basis of this project summary.

Key Themes Explored in Interviews

Existing Experience: Pilot BNG schemes have led to different degrees of
readiness across local authorities.

Access to Data: Fragmented data resources mean some regions have
limited access to fulfil BNG.

Enhancing Council Land: A level of frustration regarding the ability use
council land for commercial habitat banks.

Lack of Resources: Some local authorities are constrained by financial and
technical shortcomings.

Economic Opportunities: Considerations of how the BNG market will
manifest monetary opportunities.
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Inadequate Guidance: The launch of mandatory BNG was fraught with
incomplete guidance for local authority compliance.

Uncertainty: Lack of cohesion around what the future holds in terms of
monitoring and compliance.

Discrepancies between Local Authorities: Certain areas have prioristised
nature recovery and are hence better equipped for BNG.

Overall Support: An openness for embracing nature recovery despite BNG's
supposed shortcomings.
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